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BTCEB 2007 Checklist Proposals 

 

Horse Heaven Trail 

Mission Peak Regional Preserve 
 

 

 

The Bicycle Trails Council of the East Bay has proposed that the East Bay Regional Park 

District evaluate Horse Heaven Trail in Mission Peak Regional Preserve for bicycle 

access under the 2007 Checklist evaluation process. The initial proposal was made at a 

meeting of the East Bay Area Trails Council on January 17, 2007. 

 

This document will first describe Horse Heaven Trail. It will next present a series of 

photographs with a description of each scene. Following that, the document will present 

BTCEB’s case for opening the trail to cyclists. 

 

1. Physical Description 

 

Over a total distance of 1.61 miles, Horse Heaven Trail descends from the Eagle Trail, an 

unpaved service road, to Peak Meadow Trail, which is also an unpaved service road. Both 

service roads are currently open to bicycle use. 

 

Beginning from the top, the first 0.15 mile of Horse Heaven Trail is a rugged section that 

most mountain bikers would walk in either direction. 

 

At mile 0.15, Horse Heaven Trail intersects with Grove Trail. (Grove Trail is also closed 

to cyclists. Much of Grove Trail is a wide dirt service road, with a short narrower portion 

that climbs to the intersection with Horse Heaven Trail.)1 

 

After the Grove Trail intersection, Horse Heaven Trail proceeds for some distance level 

or at a gentle grade along the hillsides facing San Francisco Bay. Thereafter the grade 

increases to moderate. There are one or two short steep sections that most mountain 

bikers would walk, whether proceeding uphill or downhill. 

 

                                              
1 In this connection, if it is felt that the topmost 0.15 mile of Horse Heaven Trail is undesirable 

for bicycle use, BTCEB asks that Grove Trail be considered as the access point to Horse Heaven 

Trail (i.e., that Grove and Horse Heaven trails be treated as one route under the 2007 Checklist). 

Grove Trail is wide for much of its 0.73-mile length. There is a short narrower section that needs 

repair, but its roadbed is wide and it runs straight up the side of a hill, with perfect sightlines. 
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Lines of sight are excellent for the entire length of the trail. Oncoming visitors can be 

seen from far away at almost every point. 

 

On a survey ride in good weather on a weekend, a single hiker was observed on Horse 

Heaven Trail. The hiker was not bothered by the presence of survey cyclists; he enjoyed 

speaking with us. It appears that Horse Heaven Trail is lightly used, because after exiting 

Horse Heaven Trail the survey party encountered heavy hiker traffic (about 100 hikers 

and dog-walkers) on Hidden Valley Wilderness Trail. Hidden Valley Wilderness Trail, a 

wide dirt service road, provides a direct route from the Stanford Avenue trailhead to the 

Mission Peak summit, whereas Horse Heaven Trail adds considerable distance to that 

trip. BTCEB has been advised that most visitors to Mission Peak Regional Preserve park 

at the Stanford Avenue trailhead and walk straight up Hidden Valley Wilderness Trail and 

Peak Trail to the peak. 

 

3. Photographic View of Horse Heaven Trail 

 

The following nine photographs show Horse Heaven Trail as it descends from Eagle Trail 

to Peak Meadow Trail. This was the direction the survey party took. 
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Figs. 1, 2: Above Grove Trail, Horse Heaven Trail is rugged and, in places, rocky. Most 

mountain bikers will walk it if it remains in its current condition. 
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Fig. 3: Below Grove Trail, Horse Heaven Trail climbs for a short time. 
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Fig. 4: Thereafter, Horse Heaven Trail levels out, with magnificent views of the South 

Bay. 
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Fig. 5: After the level section, Horse Heaven Trail descends steadily, with excellent sight 

lines. 
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Fig. 6: Negotiating a curve, with long lines of sight ahead. 
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